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A decade done

Issue 40 marks ten years’ worth of Velo Vision, 
and it’s a publication record of which all of 
us here, our many contributors, and our 
advertisers can all be very proud. Sincere 
thanks also to you the readers, both for your 
continued support in subscribing and in the 
wonderful feedback which we receive.

As you’ll see, we’ve indulged in a few minor 
celebrations this issue; the wrap-around cover 
to echo Issue 1, and a look at how Velo Vision 

is made. Also, many of you may have noticed 
that the magazine now has a revamped 
website (you can find it at www.velovision.com, 
just as before).

We know that completing ten years doesn’t 
mean a chance to rest on our laurels, and our 
first priority is returning to schedule. Apologies 
that we haven’t yet managed to catch up after 
last issue’s delays; I hope this issue has been 
worth the wait.

Peter Eland

ISSUE 40 DECEMBER 2010   VELOVISION

Velo Vision Sample Article

This PDF is a sample of the 
material in Velo Vision 40, 
Dec 2010. The full contents 
page is shown opposite. 

To get an idea of our current 
output, please visit:

www.velovision.com

where you will find, amongst much else, full 
subject/author indices, sample articles to 
download and an online shop where you can 
subscribe, on paper or in a digital edition. 

If you have any problems or suggestions about 
the magazine in general, or this PDF article in 
particular, please email me at 

peter@velovision.com

I hope you enjoy the read. 

Peter Eland
Editor and Publisher,
Velo Vision

Technical notes

This Acrobat PDF file should 
display correctly on almost 
any computer. If you encounter 
problems the first thing to try is 
to download the latest version of 
Acrobat reader from the Adobe 
website: www.adobe.com

If that fails, please send me an 
email and I’ll try to sort it out.

Small print

I don’t much like copy 
protection and legalese, but a 
few things need saying: 

You are free to print the 
document out for your personal 
use, but not for resale or for 
anyone else. Please do not 
make it available online without 
permission.

To protect the copyright 
of Velo Vision and of our 
contributors, modification of 
this document, and copying of 
the contents, may have been 
disabled.

Words and images remain 
copyright Velo Vision and the 
original contributors. Please 
don’t reproduce anything 
without express permission.
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Ten years of Velo Vision
The magazine you’re holding is Velo Vision’s 40th issue, marking the completion of ten years of quarterly publication. To celebrate this milestone we’ve chosen to refl ect one aspect of the very fi rst Velo Vision: the wrap-around cover. 

The choice of that fi rst image was unwittingly highly appropriate. The scene is part of the 340-foot long San Franciso Bikeway Mural, painted by over fi fty volunteers led by artist Mona Caron. Just as the passion and support of those volunteers made that mural possible, so Velo Vision has been sustained by the enthusiasm and generosity of our readers, contributors and advertisers. Sincere thanks to you all.
We’re looking forward now to the next ten years, hoping as ever that cyclists worldwide will continue to move along the path depicted in the mural: towards a velo vision of a brighter cycling future.
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In many of the largest modern cities, traffic follows the footpaths of the distant past. Those footpaths usually followed the lie of the land, the easiest way to walk.In San Francisco, the Ohlone Indians used to take a path from their village, on the more sheltered Bay side of the city, out to the beaches and cliffs by the ocean. When the Spanish settlers came they put a Mission, with fields and agriculture, on the sheltered side, and built a Presidio, a fort to guard the Golden Gate, on the ocean side.Like the Indians, the Spanish walked that same path. And then the early American pioneers followed in their tracks. For everyone, taking a path between two rocky outcrops was the obvious route between the two sides of San Francisco: the Bay and the ocean.Today the San Francisco branch of the US Government Mint sits on top of one of these outcrops, but the route is still there: you can still follow it instinctively among the buildings below. Whether you are walking, or riding a bike, the route takes you along back and forth on the streets that follow the lowest points. Streets starting with Duboce Avenue, right underneath the Mint, and then going in the direction of the Haight Ashbury area, always following the lowest path.Street cars come this way too, and they emerge from an underground tunnel, bringing up to 50,000 people a day past one special two-block stretch of Duboce Avenue. This small length was recently closed to car traffic, leaving it to walkers and cyclists and the street cars.And now, facing the bike path, is a mural, the Duboce 

Bikeway Mural, 340 feet long and 18 feet high, all along the back wall of the Market St. Safeway supermarket. It took three years of work, five months of painting, and over two hundred people and groups and organisations to complete. It is about bicycling, but also about people, and walking, and transporta-tion, and politics, and economics, and ecology, and a journey of the spirit.The mural begins with simple blue air, blue space. And in this space are fantastic human powered flying machines: a dirigible and a couple of aeroplanes. Mona Caron is piloting the closest plane, her arms raised to flap the wings. Mona was the Lead Artist on the mural, responsible for the overall design.Below, the towering skyscrapers of corporate San Francisco (Transamerica Pyramid on the left, and next to it the old Bank of America building) bend back and scowl up at the aerial passers-by. The skyscrapers seem rooted to the ground, unable to take flight. Perhaps that is part of their problem, why they are so cross.The skyscrapers include in their middle a back door to the Safeway store behind the mural, covered with graffiti. Graffiti artists have generally left the mural alone, not just because it is covered with three layers of graffiti resistant varnish, but because they were invited to help paint the mural. They declined, as it was paintbrush rather than spray can art. Given this, it’d have been perhaps cruel to deny them any place at all for self-expression, so this door was carefully left for them. And they have been careful to use it.Now the scene changes to the end of Market Street at the 

old Ferry Building (where ferries still arrive and leave: some of the old routes have been reopened recently). And in the street right below you see a terrible traffic jam, the entire street clogged and jammed with cars, almost all the way back to the Ferry Building. But it’s six o’clock, and around the far corner, turning right, ready to engage the jam, come the Critical Mass bike riders, out on their monthly ride together.These riders seem as if they’re coming to work on the traffic jam, to eat away at it, eventually to finish it off or, perhaps, to transcend it. Along the right side we see some of the buildings of traditional transportation industries: the former Southern Pacific building down at the end, and a couple of buildings up the Matson Line building, where the technology and industry of containers was developed.But our view is more and more obstructed by golden banners floating in the air, trailed behind the aerial flyers high above the chaos and tumult below in the streets. These banners are dreams, the dreams of the flyers, and we are now going to be swept up into one particular banner, into the dream of one particular flyer. We can’t even see this flyer: we’re inside the dream.The dark and grimy buildings fade away, and the continuing traffic chaos disappears below. The tail of this banners merge, a n d  a  s t r e e t  c a r  a p p e a r s ,  t h e  r o u t e  ‘N Desire’ car. Here is one sign we are in a dream, because the actual San Francisco street car is the ‘N Judah’. At the same time bicyclists appear, including a high-wheeler, and also a future part of the mural itself on a wall, which we’ll see later in the 

Cycling is, by its nature, a community activity, as well as, for some, a global dream. Reflecting the strong local link, and the hopes and dreams of the many who helped create it, the Duboce Bikeway Mural in San Francisco is a slice of life, history and the future, as Peter Nurkse discovered.

ON THE WALL
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BELOW A detail from the beginning of the mural – taking flight with human power RIGHT Critical Mass rounds the corner – as trails of flying dreamers flutter above 

BOTTOMMona Caron, lead artist, and Joel Pomerantz, project co-ordinator, stand in front of the mural 

The Duboce bikeway mural in San Francisco: a remarkable community achievement, and wonderfully optimistic cycling art – Page 26

Bikes from wire: Claude Marthaler reports from Africa on the craftsmen who make wire bicycles: the reality of their lives, their hopes and ambitions – Page 20

Birdy folding bike, Lightspin dynamo and Hobie pedal canoe – real users report – starts page 32

Also: a day in the life of a PEDEX rider, ice racing in Minnesota, the NASA Moonbuggy, a 'Minibago' – and many more bikes, HPVs and ideas throughout the magazine.
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Do  you sometimes find it hard to get 
your leg over?

That’s how I imagine this neoprene 
scuff guard from Tiller Cycles being 
advertised. My old black Brompton 
frame certainly bears the evidence 
of my lack of mounting prowess. 
And since I sold it last year I have 
to borrow my wife’s pink Brompton 
whenever my Dahon won’t cut it – 
i.e. whenever I need a bike that folds 
smaller than a wheelie bin.

I like to think I’m in touch with 
my feminine side, so riding a pink 
Brompton is nothing to be ashamed 
of. But on the Velo Vision trip to the 
Spezi show earlier this 
year, it did raise a few 
eyebrows. Possibly the 
close proximity of the 
sleeping conditions 
brought questions 
about my sexuality 
into the realm of the 
personal, or maybe it 
was the testosterone-
infused rock band 
bus. But it did seem to 
confound expectations.

So on a recent 
trip with my Cambridge Cycling 
Campaign colleagues to see our 
Cyclox counterparts in the other 
place, it seemed a perfect chance 
to try out this scuff guard on the 
pink Brompton. Thus serving the 
dual purpose of protecting my wife’s 
precious bike from my clodhoppers 
and covering the frame enough to 
save embarrassing our hosts.

It fits very easily and snugly with 
a long strip of Velcro, and it’s cut 
well to shape around the miniature 
‘down tube’. It does make carrying 
more comfortable (although I usually 
carry a Brompton by the saddle). As 

pointed out in the instructions, after 
riding in the wet it’s wise to remove 
it and let everything dry off. Oxford 
provided ideal test conditions for this 
(I imagine it rains there all the time).

I haven’t weighed it, but it’s very 
light. I figured that if you were that 
bothered about precise grammage, 
you probably wouldn’t have a 
Brompton. 

Having initially thought ‘who on 
earth would buy one of these’, I now 
see that I am in fact their definitive 
customer. Dodgy hip, so have trouble 
getting on the bike without kicking 

the frame? Tick. Slightly embarrassed 
about the colour you’ve chosen 
for your Brompton? Tick. Want to 
protect the frame from baggage 
handlers and coach drivers? Tick.

It answers all these problems very 
well and would be a useful thing 
for Brompton to add to their range 
of accessories or even to supply 
with each bike. For years, when the 
founder and consummate engineer 
Andrew Ritchie was in charge, 
Bromptons, Ford-like, only came in 
black. Now it’s run by a marketing 
man, you can have red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, indigo or violet. 
Wouldn’t it be a simpler way to allow 
people to pimp their rides if these 
Scuff Muffles were available in a 
range of colours and designs? You 
could buy several and change it to 
match your shoes!

Paul Robison

Available from Tiller Cycles, £10.99 
post free: Tel 07749 824784 or see 
www.t i l lercycles.co.uk 

Scuff Muffle
Velo Vision reader Paul Robison reviews a Brompton 
frame protector from floating bike shop Tiller Cycles, 
who we featured in ‘Letters’ in Issue 38…


